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EVENTS NO
LONGER RUNNING

This term has been one that we wil l  certainly remember for

years to come. Our resi l ience has been tested,  f i rst  by the

bushf ires and now again by the Coronavirus,  however I  have

been blown away by the way we - staff ,  students and famil ies -

have banded together and supported one another through

these challenging t imes.  

 

This term has also been one ful l  of  heart-warming,  memorable

moments:

-            Seeing tears shed by staff  and parents al ike at

the f in ish l ine of  the junior cross country when Mason,  having

fal len over that morning and hurt  his  leg,  f in ished the race

surrounded by a mob of supporters

-           Watching students place their  beauti ful ly decorated

rock with words of  wisdom on the Posit iv i ty Path;  

-            Seeing the faces on the new Prep students as they were

welcomed to our school at  our f i rst  assembly with a rousing

round of applause from their  peers;  and 

-           Witnessing the way our school captains have led

their  peers as posit ive role models to al l .  

 

On a personal  note,  I  have never in my career felt  as supported

as I  have these past two weeks.  I  have been completely

overwhelmed by the kind messages and words of  support  that

have come through to me so thank you al l  so very much! I t  is

an absolute pr iv i lege to work within a community l ike ours .

IMPORTANT DATES

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

What's on in
the West
School Newsletter
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Monday assemblies
Playgroup
Fresh fruit  Wednesday
Breakfast Club

 

Tuesday 14th April
Pupil  Free Day -  Students
not required at school.

Congratulat ions to Tracey C who won our competit ion for

being the closest guess (186 – there were 187 in the jar ) .  We

hope you enjoy your del ic ious chocolate!

Guess the Eggs -  WINNER!

https://www.facebook.com/wangwestps/
https://www.instagram.com/wangwestart/
http://www.wangwestps.vic.edu.au/


We care for ourselves,  each other and the environment

REMINDERS

Absences
Please text any absences to
0477 343 814 or call  
5721 3491.  It  is  a legal
requirement that all
absesnces are explained.

Signing Students In/Out
Please sign your child or
children in and out at  the
office if  they are arr iving at
school late or being picked
up early.  For early pick-ups,
we ask that parents/carers
please go directly to the
office.

Late Arrivals
All  classes ( including
special ist  classes)  will  begin
at 9:05am so we
ask that students please
make their  way in to
classrooms by 8:55am. We
recommend that students
enter classrooms between
8:45am and 8:55am to
prepare for their  day.

School Hours
Just a fr iendly reminder that
staff  supervision of students
in the yard before school
begins at 8:45am. Prior to
this,  all  staff  are in a staff
briefing each morning and
thus cannot monitor
the yard.  We understand
that this t iming may be
diff icult  for some famil ies
which is  why we have Out of
School Hours care available
each morning from
6:30am. Alternatively,
should you wish to drop
your child off  before
8:45am, you may do so but
please be aware that formal
supervision is  not available
at this t ime and we
recommend that students
do not arr ive before 8:30am.

We wil l  again be running a postcard competit ion this year ,  and

I  encourage al l  students to create an entry .  This may be a great

project for  the hol idays when students have some extra t ime

on their  hands.  Please see Seesaw or Facebook for entry

detai ls ,  or  pr int  out the template at  the end of this newsletter .

WWPS Postcard Competit ion

Information and updates cont inue to be sent through to me

from the DET and I  wi l l  keep famil ies as up to date as possible

throughout the hol iday break.  In the event that we move to

remote and f lexible learning,  I  wi l l  provide information as soon

as possible regarding what this wil l  look l ike at  Wangaratta

West Pr imary School ,  how and when you can pick up student

learning packs,  and how you and your chi ld wil l  be able to

communicate with classroom teachers .  Please keep an eye out

for emails from me, and facebook wil l  be updated regularly

with useful  s i tes and act iv i t ies for  k ids over the hol idays.

Coronavirus Update

Thank you very much to al l  of  those parents and carers who

responded to our feedback surveys.  You have given us some

great ideas for how to cont inue improving our school ,  as well

as a lot  of  posit ive feedback which is  greatly appreciated.

Please f ind below some key themes that were communicated:

 

What worked well  with our Prep transit ion this year?

·        Having mult iple transit ion days avai lable for chi ldren to

become famil iar  with the school and i ts  staff .

·          Letters from grade 5 buddies.

·          Having four classes for Preps to be divided into,  and

taking parent requests into account

 

Ideas for improving the Prep transit ion process

·          Giv ing incoming Preps a play t ime outside on one of the

transit ion days.

·          Making one of the transit ion sessions (perhaps the last

one) longer .  (These are both great ideas that we wil l  look at

for next year . )

·          Having Prep teachers avai lable from 8:30AM in term 1 to

al low parents to catch them. (We have staff  br ief ing from

8:30-8:45 each morning but this may be something we could

look at  doing one morning per week. )

·            More information -  the more the merr ier ,  part icularly

around start  and end t imes,  information sessions,  who Preps

should be playing with at  break t imes,  etc .    (Providing t imely,

detai led information is  certainly something we are always

aiming to do so we wil l  keep str iv ing to improve in this area) .

·            

Parent Feedback
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·            Holding the Prep information session earl ier  in the term, perhaps in the f i rst  few

days.  (This is  a great idea.  We wil l  look at  i t  for  next year . )

 

What is  working well  at  our school?

·            Fabulous teachers!

·            Fantast ic programs.

·            Communicat ion with parents ( i .e .  Seesaw, Compass,  Email ) .

·            Students feel ing happy and conf ident at  school .

·            The recent work around kindness.

·            The var iety of  leadership roles avai lable.

·            Whole school house events .

·            The school grounds that are looking amazing.

·            A leadership team who are organised and involved with students,  v is i t ing classes

and assist ing with supervis ion,  etc .

 

How could we improve our school?

·          A larger bike storage area/shed (This is  something that we are looking into as

space is  becoming t ighter and t ighter with our growing populat ion) .

·          Cont inued improvements of  the school grounds (Absolutely – we have ideas and,

with the feedback from this survey,  we wil l  begin moving forward) .

·          A crossing at  the back of the school (We used to have a crossing at  the back of

the school but the counci l  no longer staff  i t ,  therefore i t  became a hazard and was

removed) .  

·          More car parking (This is  a challenging issue.  We are not sure how to f ix  this

unfortunately) .

·           Increased communicat ion (We are always endeavouring to improve our

communicat ion but i f  anyone has any specif ic ideas,  please let  us know) .

·          More parent/teacher meetings (This is  something that we had planned for early

term 2 but unfortunately we don’t  know if  they wil l  proceed as scheduled given the

current cl imate.  We wil l  look at  sett ing up meetings earl ier  next year . )

·          Move the rubbish bins as they create a mess   (We wil l  look at  this ,  however they

need to be near gates for access) .

 

We also received some great ideas for ways to improve our school grounds,  so you

wil l  see ongoing work in the coming months.

 

As always,  i f  you have any quest ions or concerns please don’t  hesitate to contact me

via keenan.kr isty .k@edumail .v ic .gov.au or by phone on 0477343814.

I  wish you al l  a safe and happy hol idays with your loved ones.    Please take care of  one

another and I  look forward to seeing you al l  again soon.

 

Kind regards,  

·  

Parent Feedback -  continued

Kristy
Keenan

P R I N C I P A L



THEFT OF BICYCLES
An alert  from Wangaratta Police
 

There has been an increase in the theft of bicycles particularly Mountain bikes, brands like

Trek, Giant, Canondale and Specialize.

 

Police are urging all bike owners to better secure your bikes especially at your home.

Whenever your bike is left unattended please use a good quality lock and place it out of

sight at your home address in a locked shed or garage.

 

Ensure your bike is identifiable by engraving a licence number on the bottom of the frame

and record the serial number. Write a description of your bike including make, model,

colour, size and type of bicycle and take a photo.  By doing this, if your bicycle is stolen and

recovered by police, returning the property to the rightful owner can be done quickly. 

 Police recover quite a few stolen bikes but unfortunately if there is no identification or serial

number then it’s hard to give it back.

 

Opportunistic thieves target bicycles as they can easily steal unsecured bikes and repaint

them or pull them apart to sell them. 

 

It’s best to make sure your bike is out of sight of would be thieves to start with.

 

We encourage that by taking some simple security measures you can protect your bike from

would be thieves. 

 

Insurance is recommended especially on expensive brand on expensive brand Mountain

bikes as these are very popular to steal.

 

For further information on bicycle protection contact Wangaratta Police’s Crime Prevention

Officer on 5723 0803.
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