
Our Vision: Developing learners for life who care for themselves, others and the environment. 
 

  

WANGARATTA WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL 4642 

         31 August 2018 

   NO LUNCH ORDERS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Monday 3rd – 7th September  Year 5 Swimming every day 

Tuesday 4th September  Breakfast Club 7:45am – 8:15pm 

Friday 14th September  Whole School Athletics Day 

Wednesday 19th September AFL Hot Food Day 

Friday 21st September  Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 8th October  First Day of Term 4 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

 

NAPLAN results 

I am thrilled to share the news that our NAPLAN results show fantastic growth is happening in our school! In 

particular the relative growth of students between years 3 and 5 is very pleasing. Relative Growth refers to the level 

of growth for each student as compared to students that had the same NAPLAN score as them two years ago, and is 

categorised as high, medium or low. The state benchmark is 25% of students making low growth, 50% of students 

making medium growth and 25% of students making high growth. 
 

In Writing the percentage of our students making low growth fell from 57.8% in 2017 to 22.2% in 2018 which 

is better than the 5state benchmark. The number of students making medium growth rose from 35.6% in 2017 to 60% 

in 2018, and those making high growth rose from 6.7% last year to 17.8% this year. This data is very exciting 

and shows that our current focus on the Big Write and VCOP (Vocab, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation) is 

having a positive effect on student learning. 

Our Numeracy data similarly showed steady improvement. Those students making low growth has fallen from 

40.6% in 2016 to 25.6% in 2017 and 16.3% in 2018 which again has us performing better than the state benchmark 

of 25%. Our students making medium growth has risen from 46.9%to 55.8% to 61.2% and our high growth has 

risen from 12.5% to 18.6% to 22.4% over the three year period. This data reflects the work we have put in to our 

numeracy program for the past 3 years with the help of numeracy consultant Rob Vingerhoets who was again at our 

school last week supporting the professional development of our staff. 

Reading results reflect  a similar trend. The percentage of students making low growth has dropped from 39.5% 

last year to 15.2% this year, while students making medium growth has risen from 53.5% to 69.6% and those 

making high growth has risen from 7.0% to 15.2%.  

Spelling data is also extremely pleasing. Our low growth has dropped from 40% in 2016 (well over state 

benchmark) to 22.7% last year and  9.1% this year. This is a fantastic level of improvement! Medium growth fell 

from 70.5% to 34.1% whilst high growth rose from 6.8% last year to 56.8% this year. This is more than double 

the state expectation and shows that our focus on SoundWaves is having a very positive effect on student learning. 
 

Our staff are thrilled with these results and I am so proud of our students. Their hard work is paying off! We are also 

very fortunate to have such a dedicated, passionate staff who embrace change and are committed to seeing students 

succeed at school.  

 

As a staff we will explore the NAPLAN data further in the coming fortnight so I will report further findings following 

this meeting.  
 

 

 

Fathers’ Day Breakfast 

We had a fantastic turn out for the Fathers’ Day breakfast on Tuesday. It was beautiful to see our students’ smiling 

faces as they proudly guided their father or special male person into the school grounds to enjoy a delicious breakfast. 

We went through 11 dozen eggs, 16 loaves of bread and 8.5 kilograms of bacon!  

Thank you very much to those wonderful parents Kristie & Cam Meggs, Jen Tucker, Toby Alker-Jones, Brett 

Cummins, Jade Wickham & Bub Norden who braved negative temperatures before 7:00AM to cook or serve the 

breakfast, Dave Woodburne and the other staff who jumped in to help either with the bacon and eggs or the regular 

Breakfast Club preparation, and to the kids who gave a hand. It was a terrific morning.  
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
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Parents and Friends  

It was great to see some new faces at the Parents and Friends meeting on Wednesday evening. The discussions 

prompted a range of innovative ideas for fundraising initiatives to come in the near future. These meetings are open 

to everyone with no need to commit to either meetings or events so I encourage anyone who is interested to come 

along to our upcoming meetings, either on a Monday morning or Wednesday evening. 
 

Fathers’ Day Stall 

This morning students excitedly purchased gifts for their father/special male person at our Fathers’ Day stall. There 

was a great collection of gifts thanks to the generosity of our school community and the savvy purchasing of our 

Parents and Friends committee. We are so grateful to the members of our P&F group who sorted the gifts on Monday 

and helped our students find the perfect gift to buy today. 
 

Book Parade last week 

The sun was shining for our Book Parade last week where we saw almost the entire school dressed either as a 

farmer or a book character. We raised $531 for the drought relief which was the cause chosen by our Student 

Representative Council. It was great to see so many parents, grandparents and friends at the event watching our 

students strut their stuff on the ‘catwalk’ (undercover path). 
 

Congratulations Merlin! 

Merlin T (4C) recently competed at the National Championships for cross country on the Sunshine Coast, QLD 

where he came 6th overall and the Victorian team that he was a part of came 2nd. What an outstanding achievement 

by Merlin. We are so proud of you! 
 

Principal’s Award 

Jack D (0R) for the dedication he is showing to his learning by challenging himself and working diligently during 

class time.  I was so impressed by your story that was more than 2 pages long and showcased the effort you are 

putting in to learning your high frequency words. 
 

Kind regards  ~  Kristy 
 

Pick My Project 
 

 

Principal: Kristy Keenan 

Phillipson Street, Wangaratta, Phone 5721.3491 

Website: www.wangwestps.vic.edu.au 

Email: wangaratta.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

All OSHC Queries/Bookings to 0407.004.059 or wangwestoshc@gmail.com 

TEXT SCHOOL ABSENCES to 0477.343.814 
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Netball 

Could all of the netball skorts be returned to Mrs Arnold ASAP, so that she can tick your name off as returned. 

~ Mrs Arnold 
 

Book Fair Reorders 

Melissa has been frantically following up with Scholastic about the delay in receiving the books that we had to order 

for families at our recent Book Fair, and shares your disappointment in the fact that they haven't arrived 

yet.  Scholastic have now said that they hope our full order will arrive by the end of next week.  Fingers crossed!  As 

soon as they arrive she will be delivering them to students or making contact with families for collection. 

 

Dear Parents and Students of Wangaratta West Primary, 

  

Scholastic Australia wishes to apologise for the delays in supplying your orders from the school’s recent book 

fair.  We have recently implemented a new computer system and are experiencing despatching issues.  

  

These delays have been a result of problems within Scholastic, the staff and organisers of the event at Wangaratta 

West have done all they can to run a great event and expedite the orders for those children that are waiting.  We at 

Scholastic have also added  extra shifts in the evenings and weekends in an effort to get things back on schedule. 

  

Please accept our apologies and know we are working hard to make sure all future events are delivered with more 

success. 

  

Kind Regards ~ Murray Hawkins, Head of Sales and Customer Service 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 
Please note that the closing date for the online Parent Opinion Survey has been extended to Sunday 2 September 

2018. Parents can submit completed online surveys until 11:59PM Sunday 2 September 2018. 

 

Thank you for your participation in the 2018 online survey. 

 

Questions? 

 Should you have any technical queries regarding the “Your School, Your Say” portal, please do not hesitate to 

contact ORIMA Research on 1800 654 585 (toll free), or by email: pos@orima.com  

 Should you have any participation or general survey-related queries, please contact the Department by 

email:  parentopinion.survey@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

Yours sincerely, 

ORIMA Research and the Victorian Department of Education and Training 
 

“This email relates to a project endorsed under the new DET School Engagement and Implementation Model Ref: SDU074.” 

 

Lost Property 
There is an abundance of unnamed lost property in the Hall.  If your child has lost a jumper with no name on it, it is 

likely to be in the Hall. Any named lost property will be handed back to the student if it is handed in to the office. 
 

2019 Prep students 

If you have a kindergarten child starting school with us next year, who already has a sibling attending Wangaratta 

West, please let the office girls know so that we can include them in our planning for classes next year. Prep 2019 

Enrolment Packs are now available to pick up from Anna or Tania at the office. 
 

Headlice 

We have had some students with traces of head lice. Please check your child’s hair and scalp for any signs of lice or 

eggs.  If you see lice or eggs, your child must be treated before they return to school.  Please continue to check 

each day after until all eggs and live head lice have gone. Treatments are available from the chemist shop. Any 

students found with visible, live head lice will be sent home from school for treatment.  Follow up treatments 

are recommended at 7 and 14 days. 
 

Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) 

For any bookings, cancellations or new enrolments with Out of School Hours Care (OSHC), please contact Maree 

Honeychurch on the OSHC no. 0407 004 059. 
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0K Emma  for being a fearless worker and the boss of her own learning. 

 

0M Jasper for having a go during writing time which means he can share his clever stories and 

  interesting facts with the class. Keep up the awesome work, Jasper!  
  

1C James for caring for others no matter where he is! James is always thoughtful, appreciative and  

  kind. Grade 1C thinks you are amazing! 
  

1M Dexter  for the amazing fairytale you have written and published in class, you should be proud of  

  your hard work!  
  

2AE Isaac  for always putting in a huge effort with his learning and completing his tasks to a high 

standard!  
  
2M Lachlan for always showing amazing listening skills in class and always caring about others. 
  

3C Jaxon for always being brave and tough in all situations, even if a bee stings him during our 

measuring time out side. 

 

Rylee for always caring about others and giving many smiles to make our classroom feel like it 

is a happy place to be. 

 

Harrison for being a keen learner and always striving to do his very best and achieving great 

 results. 

 

3E Karlee  for sharing her ideas in class and always being willing to have a go. 

  

Shaemus  for caring for others by looking out for his friends. 

  
  

4C Sam for always displaying our school values and showing gratitude towards his teacher and  

  peers.  

 

4H Thomas for caring for himself by creating a detailed descriptive journal and publishing it in Book 

  Creator. Awesome writing!! 
  

 Holly for caring for herself by taking care and pride in her Big Write creating a very descriptive 

persuasive piece.  
   

6S Siara for always having a bright and infectious disposition in and around the class.  Keep it up!  
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