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WANGARATTA WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL 4642 

         21 May 2019 
Friday 10th May  Parents & Friends Mothers Day Stall, $5 Maximum 
Friday 10th May  Book Club Issue No. 3, Orders Due 
Tuesday 14th May  Breakfast Club 7:45am – 8:15am  
Saturday 18th May  Italian Choir Performing at La Fiera Fesitival in Myrtleford 
Tuesday 21st May  Stargazing Night 6:30pm 
Wednesday 22nd May  Wear Orange Wednesday – Support our SES Day 
Friday 24th May  Careers Day 12:00pm-2:00pm 
Monday 12th August  Resilience Project Parent Presentation 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Mothers Day Breakfast 
On Tuesday morning our Parents and Friends committee ran a 
Mothers Day Breakfast at school. This was a very busy event as 
it incorporated mothers with their children as well as students 
attending before school care and students joining us for our 
weekly Breakfast Club as a result, the hall was full of people 
enjoying their breakfast (and some mothers were even ‘waited 
on’ by their children!). Thank you to all of the mothers who 
attended the event and a huge thank you to parents and staff who 
helped with the set-up and catering – Kristie Meggs, Cam 
Meggs, Jade Penney, Jen Tucker, Cassie Kay, Dave Woodburne, 
Tania Pool and Kate May. 
  
I wish all of our mothers, grandmothers and carers a wonderful 
Mothers Day and hope you are spoiled by your children! 
  
Resilience 
As we know, Hugh van Cuylenburg from The Reslience Project is coming back to our school next term to talk to 
students, staff and parents. Hugh talks about the importance of gratitude, and this is something that all parents and 
carers can help students to embed by focusing on three things they are grateful for each day. Hugh advocates for 
activities such as a daily gratitude journal believing this can rewire the brain to search for the positive aspects of life 
after just 21 days. Why not give it a go? 
 

Drought Relief 
This week in the 
Herald Sun some of our 
students featured in an 
article relating to the 
drought and funds 
raised at the school last 
year for this worthy 
cause.  Today we 
received an amazing 
phone call from a lady 
who was inspired by 
the generosity of our 
students and school 
community and, as 
such, will be matching 
our donation of $535 to 
drought relief. What an 
incredible act of 
kindness! 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
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School Council 
At this week’s school council meeting, the following agenda items were discussed: 
* A number of policies relating to child safety were updated and ratified. These include the Child Safety Code of      
Conduct, the Child Safety Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedures, the Commitment to Child Safety and the 
Inclusion and Diversity Policy. These have been posted on our school website for your reference. 
* An 'Adopt a Tree' fundraiser was approved. Fliers have now been sent home in a hard copy.  
* A new sprinkler system for the grass area behind the year 4 portables and the front lawns/gardens was approved. 
* The painting of the school over the September and December/January break was approved. 
* A Greener Government School solar panel project has been placed on hold at the moment, awaiting further 
information. 
 
As always, if you have any suggestions for school council discussion, please email them through to myself or Tania 
Pool via pool.tania.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Maths Olympiad 
This year we have a team competing in the Maths Olympiad competition which involves students from years 4, 5 
and 6 solving mathematics problems that challenge their thinking and utilise their problem solving skills. Students 
from all over Australia, New Zealand and other neighbouring countries take part, with approximately 64,000 students 
participating last year. I am excited to be working with these students in weekly preparation sessions between the 5 
competition dates and congratulate the 30 students involved in taking on the challenge. 
 
Federation Handbells 
Congratulations to Georgina Wills and the students that represented our school at the Federation Handbells 
performance last Friday.  This was a wonderful opportunity for our students who shone as representatives of our 
school and highlights the outstanding skills that Georgina guides our students to develop through the highly 
regarded music program she prepares.  Thank you also to Kerrie Watson who assisted Georgina on the day. 
 
Student Attitudes to School Survey 
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and as such, 
this week we have participated in the Student Attitudes to School Survey to gain insight into what students think 
about our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education 
and Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school, with all 
responses kept anonymous.  Our school will use the survey results to inform our whole school programs and activities 
to improve your child's schooling experience. 
 
I will report back to the school community when we receive our 2019 data. 
 
Wear Orange Wednesday – WOW SES Day 
May 22nd is ‘Wear Orange Wednesday’, the national day of thanks for SES volunteers. We would like to show our 
thanks for the wonderful work of the State Emergency Service by asking students to wear an item of orange clothing 
or accessory on the day. See http://www.wearorangewednesday.com.au/vic for further details. No donation required. 
 
Walk for Autism 
Last term we announced that Bridget B (34W) had decided to participate in the Walk For Autism this March/April 
in support of her little brother and all others with ASD. I am thrilled to announce that Bridget raised $330, and that 
two of her peers also joined the team. Adini W raised $237 and Lillie-Anne M raised $57.  All up, (with the 
contributions of others) Team Charlie raised $2,805.60! This is a wonderful result and highlights the kindness of 
these three girls. Congratulations Bridget, Adini and Lillie-Anne - we are very proud of you! 
 
Grounds and Gardens 
You may have noticed the work happening around our school grounds recently, with a number of projects running 
simultaneously to help make our school look as visually appealing as possible. These include: 
* A Koorie garden, which will be developed in the area between the administration building and the 5/6 pod. Plans 
for this area include totem poles, plants and foliage, and a beautiful mural. It will be a fantastic addition to our school 
grounds. 
* General garden works: we have recently employed a gardener/landscaper for one day per week to work on our 
gardens. We are excited to have David join the team. David has started work on the middle area which has some 
newly added garden beds with more exciting plans to come. 
* The 'Adopt a Tree' fundraising project is off to a flying start, with a huge number of trees already purchased by 
members of the community. These trees will be planted in the coming weeks. 
* The grass area at the front of the school has been watered regularly throughout the hot weather by Dave Sexton and 
looks fantastic so thank you Dave for helping to keep our grounds looking great. 
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Professional Development in Maths 
* Last week we had highly praised consultant Toby McIlrath work with our staff over two days on further extending 
our already rich mathematics curriculum and assessment practices. Staff reported that they found their time with 
Toby in teaching teams, highly beneficial and we look forward to Toby returning to again work with staff in Term 3 
as part of our ongoing commitment to professional development and high quality learning opportunities for students. 
 
Education Week 
Just a reminder that if you are available to come in for either one or two hours between 12 and 2PM to talk about 
your career on May 24th we would be very grateful.We are looking for a variety of careers to be respresented and, if 
you would be willing to bring things you use (tools of your trade), that would also be fantastic! Please let Kristy, 
Xavier or Jacinta know if you are available and willing to help.  
 
Principal’s Award 
Ryley D (56S) for showing his care for others by passing off the football to team mates a number of times during a 
recent game, despite being in a prime position to kick the goals himself. Great sportsmanship Ryley. 
 
Kind regards  ~  Kristy  
 
Federation Handbells Performance 
Congratulations to Imogen, Heidi, Charlie, Grace, Ella, 
Dane, Riley, Anika, Hayden, Jai and Abby from Grade 6 
for their fantastic performance at Federation Square last 
Friday. The students had been working hard throughout 
Term 1 to prepare for the “Exquisite Now” project, which 
was a partnership program with Museums Victoria, The 
Arts Learning Festival and four Victorian schools. It was a 
very full day with three hours of rehearsal, culminating in 
the premiere performance of the piece in the foyer of 
Federation Square. Our students performed with skill and 
confidence and their own composition , “Meeting of the 
Rivers”, was very well received, especially by the 
composer and his assistant. It was a privilege to be part of 
such a wonderful project, giving our students the 
opportunity to extend their music skills and experience 
working with a first-class percussionist and conductor. The 
students performed at Assembly on Monday to an 
appreciative audience, and are to be commended for their perseverance and diligence during practise and confidence 
when performing.~ Georgina Wills 
 
Art 
If anyone has any egg cartons (the regular egg carton) they wish to donate, please drop these off at the office, 
thanking you. ~ Kerrie Watson 
 
Breakfast Club 
A big thank you to those that have donated to the Breakfast Club. ~ Dave Woodburne 
 
Assemblies Term 2 
Wang West TV will again be shown on even weeks throughout the term.  Dates are as follows: 
13/05, 27/05, 10/06 - No WWTV (Queen’s Birthday), 24/06 
 

All parents, carers, grandparents and siblings are invited to attend assemblies. We hope to see you there.  
 
Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) 
For any bookings, cancellations or new enrolments with Out of School Hours Care (OSHC), please contact Maree 
Honeychurch on the OSHC no. 0407 004 059.  We ask that if your child does not attend school and requires cancelling 
Out of School Hours Care, that you please be sure to leave a message on the OSHC number to inform us. 
 
Headlice 
We have had many students from across the classes in the school with traces of head lice. Please check your 
child’s hair and scalp for any signs of lice or eggs.  If you see lice or eggs, your child must be treated before 
they return to school.  Please continue to check each day after until all eggs and live head lice have gone. 
Treatments are available from the chemist shop. Any students found with visible eggs or live head lice will be sent 
home from school for treatment.  Follow up treatments are recommended after 7 and 14 days. 
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Chicken Pox 
A parent has reported that their child has been diagnosed with a case of chicken pox. 
 
If your child shows symptoms such as a mild fever, feeling tired and irritable, itching and a rash (the rash usually 
first appears on the chest, back or face.  It then can move to other areas of the body including inside the mouth. At 
first, the rash looks like small pimples. These later become blisters full of fluid) please keep them at home until the 
blisters have dried up completely. 
 
Children with chickenpox are highly infectious from one to two days before the rash first appears until the last 
blisters have dried up so should stay away from school, kindergarten and others while contagious. 
 
Please see chickenpox fact sheet from the Royal Children’s Hospital 
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Chickenpox_Varicella/ 
 
 
School sores (impetigo) 
A parent has reported that their child has school sores.  This is a skin infection caused by Staphylococcus or 
Streptococcus bacteria (or sometimes both). Impetigo appears as a flat, yellow, crusty or moist patch on the skin. 
Diagnosis is based on clinical examination. Dry, cracked skin serves as an area for growth of the streptococcus and 
staphylococcus bacteria. The bacteria can easily spread to other parts of the infected person's body or to other 
people directly by contact with sores or indirectly by contact with contaminated clothes.  
 
Children with school sores are highly infectious. 
Incubation period 
4-10 days. 
Infectious period 
As long as there is discharge from the sores. 
Control of spread  
Any sores on exposed surfaces should be covered with a watertight dressing.  
Good hand washing procedures should be encouraged.  
Treatment 
The doctor may recommend the use of antibiotic ointment or antibiotics by mouth.  Children are to be excluded 
from school until treatment has commenced. 
 
Please see fact sheet from the Royal Children’s Hospital 
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Impetigo_school_sores/ 
 
Stargazing with Mr Cook – Tuesday 21st May 6:30pm  
Astrology developed in ancient times when the Earth was thought to be flat and the centre of the Universe.  It was 
used to explain or predict life on Earth.  Kings and rulers had astrologers in their court and would not go to war 
unless the astrologer gave the ok.  Horoscopes were developed to explain things like supermoons, bad weather, 
tsunamis, volcanic eruptions and eathquakes, hence Astrology preceeded Astronomy. 
 
Scientists (Astronomers) studied Astrology and looked for alternative explanations.  Things changed 500 years ago 
when it was discovered that the Sun was the centre of the Solar System and Earth revolved around it.  Since then 
Astonomy has developed incredibly and modern technology has allowed us to see amazing universe pictures of  
planets, stars, galaxies and much more. 
 
Now Astronomers lead the way as they know years in advance of where planets, moons, stars, comets etc. will be 
on a particular day/night.  Astrologers use this knowledge to develop their horscopes.  Neither group has much time 
for eath other. 
 
NETBALL 
NetSetGo commences this Saturday! 
The team coaches have met their teams, and have organised a meeting time for Saturday’s games. 
Good Luck!!  Game Time:   11:15am – 12:05pm 
 
Grade 5/6 
9:25am Chisholm Thunder V Alpha Wolves  Court 7 

Shooting Stars V Westy Wolves  Court 8 
10:20am Supershots V Wild West  Court 1 
 
Good luck to all teams and coaches!! 
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Health Care Card Holders – Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF) 
If you currently have a valid Health Care Card, you may be eligible for financial assistance of $125 per 
student which is given to the school to assist in payment for camps, swimming/sports and excursions.  If 
you are eligible please collect a form from the office and complete and return ASAP.  
 
Earn & Learn 
From now unti to 25th September or while stock lasts, we are collecting Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers.  You 
will get one sticker for every $10 spent (exc. liquor, cigarettes & gift cards). Place the Earn & Learn sticker onto a 
Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet (available at our office) and when complete, drop it into the Collection Box 
in the school office foyer or at Wangaratta Woolworths.  

At the end of this program we will be able to get new educational resources for our school.  
 

 
Shop 

For every $10 you spend* you’ll get an Earn & Learn sticker 

Collect 

Collect as many stickers as you can between now and 25th June 

Give 

Give your stickers to Wangaratta West Primary School so they can redeem them for some 
awesome prizes. 
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0C Pia for showing how much she cares for herself by listening to instructions and always 

striving to do her best in every session. Well done Pia! 
 
1M Maddi  for being such a kind and caring classmate to your peers. You go out of your way to help 

others. Thank you Maddi! 
 

Gracie  for your hard work and effort during our persuasive writing unit. Great work Gracie. 
  
12S Phoenix  for working hard, staying focused and completing a wonderful amount of work during 

Maths! I was impressed with your determination and persistence with each addition sum! 
Well done Phoenix! 

  
2AE Ky for being organised and ready to learn. 
 
2M Nabiha for always completing all her work to a high standard and taking pride in all she does. Thank 

you for being a wonderful class member.  
 
3C Emilie  for displaying enthusiasm for her learning at all times and always going out of her way to 
  be inclusive of everyone.  
 
4C Jasmine  for a stellar start to Term 2, always displaying a positive and caring attitude. I was 

especially impressed with the amazing job you did on your camp map! Well done, 
Jasmine.  

 
Gemma for her phenomenal writing, week in and week out. Your Big Writes blow me away with 

your strong use of all the VCOP areas.  
 
6C Jack  for always striving to do his absolute best in all areas of his learning. Keep up the 

amazing work Jack!  
     

 
 
 


