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WANGARATTA WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL 4642 

         29 March 2019 

Saturday 30th March  BBQ at Woolworths/Safeway 8:30am – 1:30pm 

Monday 1st & 2nd April  Grade 3 Howmans Gap Camp LEAVING 8:30AM SHARP 

Tuesday 2nd April  Breakfast Club in the Hall from 7:45- 8:15am 

Thursday 4th April  Pick up of Hot Cross Bun Fundraiser Order 3pm – 4pm 

Friday 5th April  End of Term, Finish at 2:30pm 

Tuesday 23rd April  First Day of Term 2 

Thursday 25th April  ANZAC DAY, PUPIL FREE DAY 

Friday 26th April  Curriculum Day, PUPIL FREE DAY 

Mon 29th April – Tues 1st May Grade 4 Borambola Camp 

Wednesday 1st May  Parents & Friends Meeting 

Saturday 18th May  Italian Choir Performing at La Fiera Fesitival in Myrtleford 

Tuesday 21st May  Stargazing Night  

Monday 12th August  Resilience Project Parent Presentation 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

School Council 

On Monday evening, the school council came together for our second meeting for the year. At this 

meeting the following agenda items were discussed: 

 

 Annual Report to the School Community - As a group we examined the Annual Report to the 

School Community that I had prepared. We explored a range of data, including student academic 

performance on NAPLAN tests, Student Attitudes to School Survey data and Parent Opinion Survey 

data (presented throughout 2018 in previous school newsletters as the data became available). Most 

notable amongst the data examined was the following: 
 

- Our NAPLAN data showed significant improvement in the area of student relative growth 

(academic improvement between years 3 

and 5) across all subject areas, leading to 

the achievement of all bar one of the 8 

academic targets for the year.  Our results 

in this area are now at the highest point in 

5 years, due in large to the high quality 

teaching taking place in every classroom, 

as well as targeted professional 

development, continued consistent 

planning and teaching methods, and the 

purchase of relevant resources.  

- The average number of absence 

days was 14.8 in 2018, slightly below the 

state median of 15.1, with attendance 

percentages between 91 and 95% across the board. 
 

- Parent Survey data showed that 93% of parents were satisfied with the school overall  
 

- Student Attitudes To School Survey data reflected: 

* An overall positive response rate in relation to Classroom Behaviour of 76% in 2018 (up 

slightly from 2017's 75% and significantly up from 2016's 29%).  

* Similar improvements in relation to Student Safety (Managing Bullying) with an overall 

positive response rate of 75% (up from 70% in 2017).  

 

NEWSLETTER 
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* A reduction in the percentage of students reporting that 'I have been hit, kicked, hurt or 

threatened on purpose by another student' including a 19% drop for the 2018 grade 5 female 

cohort and a 14% drop in the grade 5 male cohort since 2017. 

* A reduction in the instances of bullying, decreasing by 11% since 2017, with responses to 

the statement 'I have been bullied at my school this term' down from 32% in 2017 to 21% in 

2018. 

* A reduction in Cyber bullying, dropping from 10% in 2017 to 5% in 2018 overall.  

* An increase in student resilience, with levels overall for years 4,5 and 6 students at 83% (up 

from 81% in 2017). Notably, in 2018 grade 6 students had a positive response rate of 89% (up 

from 82% for the same students in 2017 as year 5's) and the grade 5 boys' data also rose from a 

74% positive response rate in 2017 to a 92% positive response rate as grade 6’s in 2018. 

The report was approved and will be made available in the near future via our school website. 
 

 Uniforms – It was brought to our attention last week that there are items of clothing been sold 

locally bearing our school logo that are not actually part of our school uniform, including two 

forms of waterproof jackets. The school council has not approved these items as school uniform 

and ask that parents instead please purchase the polar fleece jackets that have been selected by 

school council to form part of our uniform. Of course we understand that some parents/carers have 

already purchased these different jackets so, in this case, exceptions will be made. Alternatively 

please feel free to swap these items for a polar fleece from our office, free of charge. 
 

All items of uniform are available from our front office and ours have been sourced from a 

provider that produces very high quality garments. We thank you for your cooperation with this 

matter.  
 

 Year 5 Camp – The year 5 camp to Bendigo and Ballarat was approved. More information will 

be sent home shortly.  
 

Parents & Friends Association 
 

Tomorrow, Saturday 30th March the Parents and Friends will be running the sausage sizzle at 

Woolworths/Safeway from 8:30AM to 1:30PM, all  proceeds will be going towards our new playground, 

so get down to support this worthy cause and tell your friends and family to come along as well. 
 

Disco 

The hall was buzzing last night with our three school discos 

occurring back-to-back throughout the evening. The squeals 

of delight could be heard 

from quite a distance outside 

the hall as each new song 

began, and it was great to see 

kids dancing and having fun 

with their friends.  
 

I’d like to extend a huge thank 

you to Disco Stu for 

providing the music for all 

three groups, to the staff who 

helped supervise, and to the Parents and Friends committee members who 

coordinated and ran the event. The kids had a fantastic time and all profits 

will go towards our new playgrounds.  
 

 

ANZAC DAY MARCH – Thursday 25th APRIL 

Our school will again be taking part in the annual ANZAC Day parade and service. This year everyone 

participating in the parade is asked to assemble in Templeton Street by 10:15am and the parade will 

proceed via Ovens Street to the Cenotaph, Memorial Gardens where the main service will commence at 

11:00am.  
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This year primary schools will be positioned at the beginning of the Order of March and, once at the 

Cenotaph, an area will be designated for all school children to sit. 

 

There will be a free BBQ for children provided in the King George V Gardens by Appin Park Rotary 

following the service at the Cenotaph. 

We hope to see as many students and families there as possible to help recognise this important day in 

Australia’s history.  
 

Prep 2020 Open Morning 

On Tuesday we held an open morning for prospective 2020 Prep families. I felt extremely proud to describe 

and show our visitors what makes our school so great, first through a Powerpoint presentation that compiled 

a number of photos and videos, and then through a tour of our rooms. We walked through classrooms and 

specialist’s rooms, and it was very pleasing to hear the positive comments being made by our guests as we 

moved about the school. In particular our school captains were praised for the wonderful job they did of 

welcoming guests into the school, the fantastic resources and facilities we have were noticed, and comments 

were made about the “warm vibe” that is present within our school, evident within the smiling faces of 

students and staff alike. WWPS is a truly special school! 
 

Principal’s Award:  
Matilda (4H) for demonstrating true relisience during Bike Education, it was inspiring to see you pick 

yourself up and have another go even when challenged. 
 

Scarlet (3H) for her determination to keep on trying in Bike Education and eventually pedalling and turning 

her bike on her own, with a huge smile on her face. 
 

ANZAC Day Appeal 

ANZAC badges, pens and wristbands are now available for purchase at the office or from the classrooms 

when our Grade 6 students bring the merchandise around for sale. Badges/tokens are $1 - $5 and wristbands 

are $3. All the proceeds of this appeal will assist and support our veterans, war widows and their families 

in our local area and elsewhere in Victoria.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  
 

Prep 2019 Parent Survey 

We have unfortunately been having trouble with the link to the Prep survey, however this has 

now  (finally!) been rectified and I promise it now works! Thank you to those parents/carers who have 

already responded- I really appreciate your persistence! 

 If you have a child who started Prep at our school this year, we would love to hear about your 

experience!  Please use the link https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNxyvtDOtf-

OLUSBRc99tLgqVlsTITIB53X7myqO3PKg0GYw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

  

to access a short survey asking for your opinion on what worked well this year and suggestions for ways 

we could improve in the future. Alternatively you can email Kristy 

viakeenan.kristy.k@edumail.vic.gov.au answering these two questions: 1) What worked well this year in 

regards to your child's transition to our school? and 2) What ideas do you have for ways we could 

improve our Prep transition process? 

Again we thank you for your time in giving us this feedback that will help us to continually improve. 
 

Second Hand Book Stall  

As mentioned last week, this year during Book Week we will be running a second hand 

book stall (featuring children’s books) so if you have any books at home that you are 

no longer using, we would gratefully accept them for our stall (with collection 

beginning in Term 3). We won’t have a Scholastic stall this year, so please utilise our 

school’s book club service if you would like to purchase new books throughout the year. 

This also benefits our students as we receive a percentage of the total amount spent each 

issue to purchase new books for our library.  
 

Kind regards  ~  Kristy 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNxyvtDOtf-OLUSBRc99tLgqVlsTITIB53X7myqO3PKg0GYw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdNxyvtDOtf-OLUSBRc99tLgqVlsTITIB53X7myqO3PKg0GYw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:keenan.kristy.k@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Easter Raffle & Hot Cross Buns 

A big thank you to our helpers this morning sorting and counting hot cross bun orders & fundraising orders. 
 

We still require Easter egg donations for our Easter hampers, we would greatly appreciate these donations. 

Please drop them into the office. 
 

Hot Cross Bun Fundraiser Orders will be ready for pickup between 3pm – 4pm on Thursday 4th April. 

Hot Cross Bun Order for individual student will be available in first break on Friday 5th April. 
 

Health Care Card Holders – Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF) 

If you currently have a valid Health Care Card, you may be eligible for financial assistance of $125 per 

student which is given to the school to assist in payment for camps, swimming/sports and excursions.  If 

you are eligible please collect a form from the office and complete and return ASAP.  
 

Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) 

Out of School Hours Care will be available between 6am - 6pm on Friday the 26th of April, bookings for 

this day must be received by Monday the 22nd of April.  
 

Please note that if you have a regular Before or After Care booking for Friday the 26th April, this will be 

automatically cancelled and a separate booking will need to be made.  
 

Also just a quick reminder that bookings for Vacation Care need to be made by this Friday 29th March, 

2019.  
 

Please ensure that term one accounts are paid prior to the commencement of term two. Term two bookings 

may be cancelled if payment is not received.    
 

~ Maree Honeychurch Coordinator 

Wangaratta West OSHC  

Mb: 0407 004 059 
 

Stargazing night 

We live in the Milky Way Galaxy. Our Sun is one of the many millions of stars in the Galaxy.  We can see 

two other galaxies in the southern hemisphere.  The large and small Magellanic Galaxies are visible on a 

clear dark night.  If you look high in the southern sky slightly south of the Milky Way you will see the 

galaxies.  They both look like cloud dust and the large one is easier to see.  New galaxies are still being 

found with powerful telescopes but they are a long way away.  

 

The brightest star in the sky apart from our Sun is Sirius.  It is one of the closest stars to us and is found 

slightly north of directly overhead. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Principal: Kristy Keenan 

Phillipson Street, Wangaratta, Phone 5721.3491 

Website: www.wangwestps.vic.edu.au 

Email: wangaratta.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

All OSHC Queries/Bookings to 0407.004.059 or wangwestoshc@gmail.com 

TEXT SCHOOL ABSENCES to 0477.343.814 
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ANZAC DAY APPEAL 2019 
 

ANZAC Day badges/tokens will be available for sale at the school 

office and Grade 6 students will also visit each classroom for 

purchases to be made, from Monday 18th March, 2019 

 

(Price Range – badges/tokens $1 - $5 & wristbands $3) 

 

All the money raised from the sales goes directly to helping veterans, war widows and 

their families in Victoria who have welfare issues that are worthy of our support. 
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0C Jax  for showing he cares for himself and others by working hard to be an active listener. 

Thanks for being such a great class mate Jax! 

  

0M Stella  for caring for herself by showing AMAZING focus during writing activities, which  

  produces beautiful work. Well done, Stella! 
 

1C Shaylee  for a huge improvement in the MIIOW words she can read and write. Such a delight to  

  see her name moved along our charts. Fantastic effort. 

 

Saxon  for a huge improvement in his efforts to do his work and get it completed. It is so lovely 

 to see you smiling when you finish a task.  Feel proud. 

 

1M Ruby  for working so hard at putting finger spacing in your writing over the last few week.  

  Great work Ruby! 

 

12S Macy for being a wonderful class member who always gives 100%, is respectful towards others 

  and can be relied upon to carry out tasks responsibly. 

 

 Daniel  for always accepting extra responsibilities, carrying out his jobs dilligently and being 

excellent at reminding me when things need to be done. Keep it up Daniel! 
 

2AE Jaxon for working really well in class and coming to school happy. Keep up the great work 

Jaxon! 

 

 Ellie  for always being organised in the mornings and ready to start the school day. 

  
2R Xander  for always caring for himself and others. Xander, you show so much respect towards your 

  peers, thank you for always being so kind! 
 

4C Connor  for working hard to listen attentively and contribute thoughtfully to class discussions.  

  Keep it up Connor, you have a lot of great ideas to share!  
 

4H Cooper  for demonstrating excellent skills to focus during whole class instruction and putting in 

his best efforts to compete any given task. Keep it up, Cooper! 

 

56S Nathan for showing fantastic commitment and application by consistently completing all home 

learning taks! Keep it up! 

 

 Hannah for always having a positive attitude and great sense of humour in all classes. 
  

6C Cale  for working diligently during class and ensuring he is upholding our school values of  

  caring for others and the environment. Great work Cale!  
 

6MP Micheal  for having a positive attitude to all areas of his learning. Keep smiling!   
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