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IMPORTANT DATES

Wangaratta West Pr imary School Newsletter

Monday 25th March
Grade 3 overnight camp

Wednesday 27th March
Whole School Cross Country

Thursday 28th March
Last day of Term 1
2:20pm Dismissal

What's onWhat's on
in the Westin the West

Where has the term gone! This is the shortest term of the year and it
has certainly flown by. Over the past two weeks our year 3 and year 5
students have sat their NAPLAN assessments, and we are so proud of
them for giving each assessment a go and doing their best. Our 63
preps also had their first full week this week and there were lots of
tired little faces on Friday afternoon after a very big week for our
newest students (and their teachers!) 

Across this week, following two busy days of interviewing last week,
we also welcomed a number of new Education Support staff into our
school community. We are thrilled to have joining us for the
remainder of the year: Tanya Chilcott, Fleur Crowle, Brody Bouker and
Lilly Scullie.

Next term Ainslie Robertson will also be joining the team from week
one onwards. Welcome to the team!

This week our first school council of the year was held where we
appointed our office bearers for the 2024 school year:
President: Tom Arnold (continuing in the role for the 2nd year)
Vice-president: Katie Easton 
Treasurer: Jodie Wells (continuing for a seventh year!)
Secretary: Tania Pool 

At this meeting, the following agenda items were moved: 
2024 budget confirmed with revisions following additional student
enrolment numbers at census;
standing orders and our code of conduct re-approved,
confidentiality statements collected, 
school camps for 2024 approved; 
and a number of financial statements approved (following
exploration at our finance meeting the week prior). 

Our next meeting is scheduled for the 13th of May.

School Council
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School Hours
Just a fr iendly reminder that
staff  supervision of students
in the yard before school
begins at 8:45am. Prior to
this,  all  staff  are in a staff
briefing each morning and
thus cannot monitor
the yard.  We understand
that this t iming may be
diff icult  for some famil ies
which is  why we have Out of
School Hours care available
each morning from
6:30am. Alternatively,
should you wish to drop
your child off  before
8:45am, you may do so but
please be aware that formal
supervision is  not available
at this t ime and we
recommend that students
do not arr ive before 8:30am.

Signing Students In/Out
Please sign your child or
children in and out at  the
office if  they are arr iving at
school late or being picked
up early.  For early pick-ups,
we ask that parents/carers
please go directly to the
office.

Late Arrivals
All  classes ( including
special ist  classes)  will  begin
at 9:05am so we
ask that students please
make their  way in to
classrooms by 8:55am.

Staff  Correspondence
Staff  can be contacted
between 8:30am and 4:30pm
on their  working days.  Out
of hours contact may not be
responded to until  the
following work day.

REMINDERS

Absences
Please text any absences to
0477 343 814 or call  
5721 3491.  It  is  a legal
requirement that all
absences are explained.

It was also my absolute pleasure to congratulate our newest year six
leaders at last week’s assembly:

House Captains
Bogong – Mason O’Brien and Eva Morris
Buffalo – Ry Hedderman and Hazel Wylie
Feathertop – Jarrad Kane and Ava Penney
Hotham – Jack Dean and Charlotte Hunt

SRC Representatives:
2s – Hunter B (2W), Patrick H (2C) and Will F (2L)
3s – Tuhaniu A (3A), Mason S (3J) and Hugo G (3M)
4s – Holly D (4P), Hattie C (4G) and Audrey H (4S)
5s – Ruby J (5W), Brax M  (5V) and Audrey W (5R)
6s – Ollie F (6N), Hadi I (6C) and Hayley A (6L)

Congratulations to each of these leaders. I have no doubt you will do
your house and class proud. 

Student Leadership

Our beautiful hampers of Easter prizes are building up, ready for the
lucky winners to be drawn next week during our whole school
gathering after the cross country. A huge thank you to our new
Parents and Friends president Kat Watts as well as Lilly Scullie and
Bree Thewlis for making our raffle booklets for us, and to everyone
who has donated Easter treats and/or sold raffle tickets to help get
our fundraising for the year off to a great start. 

In relation to our fundraising goal for the year, we have needed to
shift our focus slightly. Last year we were fundraising for a new bore
however, on advice, we have decided not to proceed due to the
discolouration of buildings and paths that would likely result from the
use of bore water. Instead we had solar panels installed on the library
roof and are in the process of getting electricity and water to our new
shed, along with a new bubbler tap which will help our thirsty kids
during breaks and P.E. lessons. Mrs Ashmead is now busy formulating
a new plan for 2024 and we will get back to you shortly with the
details. 

Easter Raffle

Health Care Card Holders Only - Camps. Sports & Excursion
Fund (CSEF)
If you currently have a valid Health Care Card, you may be
eligible for financial assistance of $150 per student which is
provided to the school to assist in payment for camps,
swimming/sports and excursions.
A form was sent home earlier in the term, if you are eligible
please complete and return to the office ASAP.



Bike Storage & Locks
We encourage our students
to r ide their  bikes to school
and would l ike to inform due
to high numbers at the
school now, we will  require
bikes to be stored in and out
of the bike storage facil ity.
Each student is  required to
have their  own bike locks
and are responsible for
safely securing them to the
bike racks.
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REMINDERS

Headlice
We endeavour to keep
our school as free from
headlice as possible.  As
such,  any student who has
live headlice or eggs will  be
sent home for treatment.
They can return as soon as
the treatment has occurred
but please remember that it
is  vital  that bedding,
hats,  clothing and any other
soft  furnishing/teddies that
your child has used
need to be washed.  If
you require a treatment kit ,
please let the off ice know.

Lunch Orders
Lunch orders are available
online through Munch
Monitor on Mondays,
Thursdays & Fridays at f irst
break (11.20am).

Compass Parent Portal
I f  you haven’t  accessed the
Compass Parent Portal
please call  into the off ice
for your unique log in
letter.    This is  vital  for
informing of student
absences,  email ing your
child’s teacher and
accessing of student
reports.

OSHC
All  OSHC Queries/Bookings
to 0407 004 059 or
wangwestoshc@gmail .com

Reflection on progress against our Annual Implementation Plan
thus far…

This term we have been chipping away at our annual areas of focus,
starting with wellbeing. One of our curriculum days at the very
beginning of the year concentrated on building our understanding of
restorative practices and promoting whole school positive behaviours
through work with Real Schools. We will be continuing this work at
the end of next term when we have a scheduled in-school visit by our
Real Schools consultant to help with in class support and next steps
in professional learning. 

We have also launched our newly revised literacy model which you
will no doubt have heard about this term. This new model aligns to
current research into the best ways to teach literacy and language
skills, as well as the newly updated English Curriculum published late
last year by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority
(VCAA). It is quite a big change so we will have a stronger focus on
this next term through after school professional learning as well as a
curriculum day led by expert consultant Jocelyn Seamer on Friday
April 19th (the first Friday of Term 2).

We have also updated our Individual Education Plan template and
staff have been busily preparing these documents, ready to be sent
home by the end of term. Throughout the year, time has been built
into our meeting schedule for staff to revise and update these, ready
to share the specific progress being made by students with their
family. 

After a heavy focus on numeracy over the past two years, we will be
swinging back to this area in Term 3.

That’s it from me for this term. I hope you all have a wonderful break
over the holidays! Stay safe and enjoy the time,

Kristy
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For always participating in class discussions and activities with great enthusiasm
and interest. Keep up the wonderful work, Mason!

for being such a helpful class member and for always being willing to lend a
helping hand whenever she can. Thank you Bella!

For working hard on your letters and sounds. It is amazing to see you use this
knowledge to read new words. Keep up the fantastic work!

for being a responsible and reliable classroom helper. Thank you Vincent. We
appreciate everything you do. 

Thank you Madi for being such a helpful classmate. You are always the first to put
your hand up to help a friend and always offer your assistance to your teachers.
Thank you Madi! 

For his fantastic attitude towards all learning tasks! You are a great role model in our
classroom. Keep it up the amazing work!

Finn, you always work hard and never give up. You set a great example for
everyone in our class with your positive attitude and determination, all with a smile
upon your face. Great job, Finn!

The way that you always go above and beyond in all your work is amazing. You are
given a task and see it as a challenge to push yourself. This does not go unseen and
I think you are awesome!

for always bringing the sunshine into our classroom with your giggles, smiles and
cheeky banter. We love having you in 5VH. 

for demonstrating the values of Success and Resilience when you give 100% to
every task we do. You are an amazing student Macy, and should be super proud of
your work ethic and success.

Asta is an exceptional role model for her peers, consistently demonstrating our
school's values both inside and outside the classroom. Her dedication and
willingness to help others has had a positive effect on our classroom culture in 6L,
making her a shining example to all at WWPS. Keep striving for excellence, Asta! 

for displaying wonderful resilience in the classroom when faced with challenges.
You have come so far since the start of term and have been a wonderful role model.
Keep up the amazing work, Nate.

for your amazing signing of the farm animals. You are so good at remembering all
the signs we have learnt! Keep up the excellent work Sam!
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